
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD 
                                                          
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD! 
December, 2024 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    
Our next meeting is Monday, December 9, 2024 (note date change) 

Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

Agenda 
• Welcome remarks from Longfellow Neighborhood President – Brooke Mueller 
• Wausau District 2 Alderperson – Michael Martens (with Q & A) 
• Marathon County District 2 Supervisor – Ann Lemmer (with Q & A) 
• Briefing Sheet – Officer John Shear 
• Holiday gathering – bring something to share (if you can) 
•  
 

Dates to Remember 
November 28: Happy Thanksgiving 
December 6:  Wausau Holiday Parade; 6:30-8:30 PM, Stewart Avenue from Marathon Park to 
     400 Block; tree lighting on 400 Block 
December 9: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting (change from regular meeting date) 
December 25: Merry Christmas 
December 26: Happy Hanukkah 
January 1: Happy New Year  
 

 
Wausau Winter Market, November 16. 2024 – April 2025:  9:00 AM – Noon, John Marshall 

Elementary School, 1918 Lamont Street 
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night – 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM 

Fiber Arts Night – Thursdays, 6:00 – 9:00 PM, Rise Up Hub in Whitewater Music Hall 
 

 
Minutes from the November 4, 2024 Meeting 

Ann had several items for the group. 
• Ann shared a reminder from the Health Department that It is peak norovirus season.  One of 

the best ways to prevent its spread (and any other disease) is to make sure you wash your 
hands regularly. 

• The County budget is almost completed with only one more public hearing on November 11.  
It is expected that the County will adopt the budget at their meeting on November 12. 

• The County is showing their support of veterans with Operation Green Light where the lights 
on the Courthouse is switched from white to green. 

• Ann reminded everyone that the County is only responsible for 20% of our property taxes.  
Although the County passed a “status quo” budget, non-profits are still funded as they 
previously were. 

 
 
 



 
Michael updated us on what is happening in the City. 
• The budget increase for 2025 is minimal (2.5%) and is the smallest amount in a number of 

years.   
• Mayor Diny requested either 2.5% in budget cuts or increases in revenue to achieve a “neutral” 

budget.  All City pools and Sylvan Hill will remain open; there won’t be a wheel tax for the 2025 
year.  

• Several ways were found to increase revenue.  One is to drop the policy of a “free” first parking 
ticket and a 2nd ticket cost of $10.  The change is effective 1/1/25 and is expected to generate 
about $40,000 in revenue. There will also be $1 per ticket fee added for ticketed events (such 
as Blues Fest, Hmong Fest, etc.) to help cover public safety costs; this is expected to bring in 
about $70,000 per year. 

• The next public hearing on the budget will be at the Common Council meeting on Tuesday, 
November 12 at 6:30 PM.  The budget will be discussed and voted on at the meeting to help 
ensure tax bills are mailed out on time. 

• An attendee asked if the leaf pick-up would be cut.  Michael shared that a cost/benefit analysis 
is being done.  Although the leaf pick-up is expensive, it may well be less costly than having to 
unclog City drains and/or sewers when leaves blow into them. 

 
 
Officer John Shear went over the Briefing Sheet which highlighted safety topics. 
• National Drowsy Driving Prevention week is November 1-8. 
• November is National Child Safety and Protection Month.  Officer Shear discussed the “Handle 

With Care” e-mails that are sent to the Police Department command and school officials so 
children can receive any needed extra help dealing with trauma they have experienced.  He 
also talked about when younger children who have experienced trauma being interviewed by 
a specialist. 

• November is Holiday Online Shopping Safety Month; computer safety day is November 30.  
There has been an increase in scam callers claiming to be law enforcement. 

• Officer Shear shared there is up to a 300% increase in house fires on Thanksgiving, mostly 
due to cooking (especially deep-frying turkeys). 

• The Wausau Police Department took 3rd place in the Police Lights of Christmas photo contest 
fundraiser.  The Police Department will receive additional $500 which allow them to give out 
additional gift cards to needy families during the Christmas holiday. 

 
 
Other topics discussed at the meeting: 
• A question was asked about junk or vehicles in a yard. Please contact the Inspections 

Department to handle this issue. 
• Changing the December meeting date to the second Monday instead of the first Monday was 

discussed. The reason given was the first Monday is only 4 days after Thanksgiving and 
everyone might appreciate a little more time in order to enjoy the pot luck.  It was agreed the 
date would be changed. 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 9, 2024 

 
From My Desk to Yours . . . Brooke Mueller, President, Longfellow Neighborhood 

Hi everyone and Happy Holidays! I hope everyone has a lovely Thanksgiving! Our next meeting 
will be on Monday, December 9th. It’s Holiday Pot Luck time!!  Please bring your favorite holiday 
treat/snack to share and plan to mingle with the group and get to know your neighbors! As always, 
you can reach out to me with questions, issues, concerns, or recommendations for upcoming 
meeting topics at longfellowN2N@gmail.com. See you at the meeting!  

 
 

mailto:longfellowN2N@gmail.com


 
Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson 

December marks the end of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding. Enacted in 2021, these 
funds were allocated to communities to help offset the costs of the pandemic. But more broadly, 
they offered the opportunity to invest in infrastructure and affect some transformative change.  
While we have until 2026 to spend down the funds, the deadline to allocate them is now. The City 
of Wausau received $15.6 million in ARPA funds. As the intent of the program, the bulk of the 
money went for upgrades to water and sewer including sewer and water main replacements, and 
improvements to the water and sewer treatment processes. Other funds were allocated for road 
reconstruction, energy efficient lighting, affordable housing initiatives, working with unhoused 
individuals, new skate park and pickle ball courts, and partially funding new firefighter positions.  
ARPA was a once in a generation program that will have a lasting positive impact on our 
community.  
 
 

Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor 
The Marathon County Board passed the 2025 budget–-not without lively debate–-and the result 
is the average property tax bill for the county portion will be just over $850 based on a $232,000 
property value.  Please recall, the county portion is roughly 20% of the total bill with the Wausau 
School District, City of Wausau, and Northcentral Technical College making up the balance, so 
your actual bill will be higher.  That said, I believe it to be an incredible value when you take into 
account all you get. Marathon County Government consists of about 850 employees in 22 
departments, membership in four intergovernmental agencies, and the support of six non-profits. 
We take care of everything from our public safety, highways, waste management, to our people 
(by way of our health and human services work).  This year, there are no cuts to services, however, 
we did veer from the strategy of not spending from reserves, so we will have to keep our eyes on 
the future. There was last minute discussion on the Wheel Tax and the size of our county reserves–
-two topics which have been the focus of some recent editorial commentary, but due to the 
complicated nature of both, in-depth analysis in committee will need to happen before permanent 
adjustments are made. Stay tuned for further updates on both. With the holiday season beginning, 
the Lemmer family wishes you much cheer. 
 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 
Acro Plumbing    904 Sumner Street       715-842-9425 
Cveykus Law Office    301 Grand Avenue       715-842-5205 
Global View Capital Advisors  215 Grand Avenue       715-298-0313 
Herrle Health Services   215 Grand Avenue       715-846-3444 
JAS Construction    josh@jasbuilds.com       715-432-5732 
M & S, The Siding Specialists  818 Henrietta Street      715-842-7965 
Olson Tire and Auto   601 Forest Street       715-845-8473 
Incredible Bank    101 Grand Avenue       715-845-0900 
Schmidt & Schmidt    123 Grand Avenue       715-845-9621 
Townline Market    916 Townline Road       715-842-5201 
True North Counseling & Wellness 207 Grand Avenue       715-370-8863 
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NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS 

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT: 
BROOKE MUELLER (longfellowN2N@gmail.com)       262-349-0605 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON: 
MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov)      715-845-4218 
 

WAUSAU MAYOR: 
 DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov)            715-261-6800 
 
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR: 
 ANN LEMMBER (ann.lemmer@co.marathon.wi.us)       920-207-3105 
 
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

JOY FOYE             715-842-9197 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
NON-EMERGENCIES           715-261-7800 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS: 
 OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@ci.wausau.wi.us)         715-261-7998 
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov)        715-261-6682 
 

INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT: 
Uncut grass              715-261-6780 
 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 
Unshoveled sidewalks           715-261-6740 
 

STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE: 
Missed by snowplows            715-261-6960 
 

FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE: 
BRIAN STAHL (brian.stahl@wausauwi.gov)        715-261-7900 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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