
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD 
                                                      
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD! 
February, 2025 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    
Our next meeting is Monday, February 3, 2025 

Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

Agenda 
• Welcome remarks from Longfellow Neighborhood President – Brooke Mueller 
• Wausau District 2 Alderperson – Michael Martens (with Q & A) 
• Marathon County District 2 Supervisor – Ann Lemmer (with Q & A) 
• Briefing Sheet – Officer John Shear (with Q & A) 
• Guest Speaker – Dana Buettner, Deflection Specialist, Marathon County District Attorneys  

Office (with Q & A) 
 

Dates to Remember 
February 2: Groundhog Day  
February 3: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting  
February 14: Happy Valentine’s Day 
February 17: President’s Day 

 
Wausau Winter Market:  9:00 AM – Noon, John Marshall Elementary School, 1918 Lamont Street 

Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night – 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM 
Public Art Studio – Sunday and Wednesday – 10:00 AM – 8:PM; Rise Up Hub, 130 1st Street, Suite 

2 (underneath Whitewater Music Hall) 
Fiber Arts Night – Thursdays, 6:00 – 9:00 PM, Rise-Up Hub  

 
Minutes from the January 6, 2025 Meeting 

John Kahon, City Forester, gave a presentation on a new program that is part of a $4 million DNR 
grant for urban forestry.   
• The Wausau/Marathon County Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department applied for, and 

received, $498,000 (the maximum amount that could be awarded was $500,000) through a 
Wisconsin DNR – Federal Inflation Reduction Act grant.  The grant is designated for 
disadvantaged community areas of the City (about 50% of the City) to remove private ash trees 
at no cost to the homeowner (approximately 20% of the houses on Wausau’s west side have 
ash trees).  The grant will be administered on a first come, first served basis.   

• This 3-year project does not require matching funds and requires $380,000 for trees in the 
City right of way; $100,000 for private ash tree removal; and $18,000 for school education. 

• You will need to confirm your eligibility for the program, complete and submit an application 
and allow access to your property.  You can find an on-line and PDF application at:  
https://www.marathoncounty.gov/services/urban-forestry.  Select which method you wish to 
use for your application and follow the instructions on the website. 

• Residences must be owner occupied and only ash trees will be replaced (mountain ash is NOT 
an ash tree).  The ash tree will be removed at ground level (you can discuss stump removal 
with the contractor but it be will at your own expense); no money is available to replace the 
tree.  

 

https://www.marathoncounty.gov/services/urban-forestry


 
• The City will let bids, award the contract, then the contractor will contact the homeowner 

directly to schedule the ash tree removal.  When the $100,000 portion of the grant is used, 
there will be no other funding available. 

• The City is diversifying the trees that will be planted; 37% of City trees currently are maples 
and will need to be replaced with a different variety.  Replacement trees (1-3/4” – 2” in diameter) 
will be planted; with deciduous trees on the boulevards and possibly evergreens in the parks. 

 
Ann discussed the County wheel tax.  Infrastructure and Human Resources, Finance and Property 
Committees will meet to discuss the wheel tax on Thursday at 1:00 PM. 
• The County wheel tax implemented in 2017 currently brings in $3 million annually for the 

County (the City does not receive a portion of any of those monies).  A study done in 2022 
projected a funding gap of about $1 million per year (and possibly $2 million by 2030).   

• The County is discussing moving responsibility for road maintenance of County Highways X 
and N to the municipalities those are in.  The County is also looking at different funding 
methods to share costs for initial road construction.  Committee recommendations included:  
priority scoring for maintenance of County roads; the need for highway functionality (how/how 
much the roads are used); the need for updating of local comprehensive plans for other 
communities; finding other sources of funding; and having a highway maintenance database. 

 
Michael discussed several items with attendees. 
• A number of City streets will see road construction.  Randolph street from Merrill Avenue to 

Burek; an 8’ very expensive storm sewer must be reconstructed.  Cherry Street, Fulton Street 
(from First to Seventh Streets), and Third Avenue north of Bridge Street (in 2025 or 2026; the 
State will pay for this; defective concrete was used in its construction).  The top of the 28th 
Avenue hill is still blocked off (heavy rains undermined the road base); and will not be included 
in the reconstruction scheduled for 2026.  The detour is Madonna to 30th Avenue to West 
Wausau Avenue; there are no residences in the affected area of 28th Avenue. 

• The day service provided by Catholic Charities for the unhoused is gone; they will continue 
their night services from October through March).  The City has allocated $400,000 in ARPA 
funds for shelter use. 

 
Officer Shear was gone the month of December so he didn’t have a Briefing Sheet for us. 
• Officer Shear explained that year-end statistics are not finalized yet but there were over 

166,000 calls and over 10,000 case numbers in 2024. 
• A resident asked if the new electronic gates were working yet; Officer Shear thought they were 

still waiting for part of the electronic scanning system to be received and installed. 
• He shared they finished hiring of new officers so their staffing is in good shape right now.  There 

are 2 new female recruits; another officer will complete their trial period in April. 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 3, 2025 
 

From My Desk to Yours . . . Brooke Mueller, President, Longfellow Neighborhood 
Hi everyone! Our next meeting will be on Monday February 3rd. Dana Buettner, Deflection 
Specialist with the Marathon County DA’s Office, will be in attendance to discuss the Diversion 
Program she runs and is assisted by the Wausau PD. The Diversion Program works with certain 
offenders to help them change their life around. A reminder that everyone is welcome, not just 
homeowners! As always, you can reach out to me with questions, issues, concerns, or 
recommendations for upcoming meeting topics at longfellowN2N@gmail.com. See you at the 
meeting! 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:longfellowN2N@gmail.com


 
Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson 

You may have noticed a subtle change in road signs around the city.  This January, the Wisconsin 
DOT rerouted Business Hwy 51 and State Hwy 52 so they will no longer travel through our 
downtown area.  Instead of traveling down Stewart Avenue and across the bridge, Business Hwy 
51 North turns onto Thomas Street, crosses the river and turns onto 1st Avenue where it then 
connects with its existing route.  Southbound 51 takes a similar route down 3rd Avenue to Thomas 
Street.  State Hwy 52 no longer travels down Stewart Avenue; but instead goes east and west along 
Bridge Street.  The effect of this to residents will be minor.  Those sections of Thomas Street, 1st 
and 3rd Avenues, and Bridge Street that the business routes now travel on will now be maintained 
by the State.  Stewart Avenue and Scott Street will revert to local maintenance.  The biggest change 
is that we’ll see less truck traffic running through our downtown corridor and slightly more along 
East Thomas Avenue and Bridge Street.  

 
Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor    

The Marathon County Human Resources, Finance, and Property Committee has been working 
with the Treasurer's Office by increasing our focus on collecting delinquent property taxes.  Right 
now, countywide, there is over $3.7M in outstanding taxes—down from over $5M in October.  
There have been several things done to make that number go down.  First, we implemented in rem 
tax foreclosure (a legal process that allows counties to collect delinquent property taxes by 
transferring the property's title to the county).  The goal here is to get properties back on the tax 
rolls.  When the property is taken, it is sold on the Wisconsin Surplus Online Auction.  We’ve 
found that to be quite successful so far.  Secondly, the Treasurer is sending out certified letters 
with a “past due notice” in an eye-catching yellow letter alerting property owners with parcels of 
more than two years in back taxes, that the County will be initiating tax foreclosure.  We believe 
the appearance will mitigate the risk of having the material overlooked or discarded.  

 
Please note that property taxes are due in full by January 31st each year or by installments due 
January 31, April 30, or July 31.  Special Assessment charges and other charges included on the 
tax bill must be paid in full by January 31st.  If you are struggling with your tax bill, here are 
some tips to try rather than get behind: 
 
1. Contact your local tax assessor or treasurer:  They can provide specific information about 
your situation, including available payment plans, deferrals, or exemptions. 
2. Explore payment plans: Many jurisdictions offer payment plans that allow you to spread out 
your tax payments over time. 
3. Request a property tax deferral:  Some states or municipalities may allow you to defer your 
property taxes if you meet certain eligibility criteria, such as being elderly, disabled, or 
experiencing financial hardship. 
4. Challenge your property assessment:  If you believe your property's assessed value is too 
high, you can challenge it in an appeal process.  A lower assessment could result in lower property 
taxes. 
5. Seek assistance from government programs:  There may be government programs or 
charities that can help you with property tax assistance. 
6. Consider refinancing your mortgage:  If you have a mortgage, refinancing could potentially 
lower your monthly payments and free up funds to pay property taxes. 
7. Explore tax abatement programs:  Some jurisdictions offer tax abatement programs for 
specific groups of people, such as veterans, seniors, or individuals with disabilities. 
8. Seek legal advice:  If you're facing foreclosure or other legal consequences due to unpaid 
property taxes, it's essential to consult with an attorney. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 
Acro Plumbing    904 Sumner Street       715-842-9425 
Cveykus Law Office    301 Grand Avenue       715-842-5205 
Global View Capital Advisors  215 Grand Avenue       715-298-0313 
Herrle Health Services   215 Grand Avenue       715-846-3444 
JAS Construction    josh@jasbuilds.com       715-432-5732 
M & S, The Siding Specialists  818 Henrietta Street      715-842-7965 
Olson Tire and Auto   601 Forest Street       715-845-8473 
Incredible Bank    101 Grand Avenue       715-845-0900 
Schmidt & Schmidt    123 Grand Avenue       715-845-9621 
Townline Market    916 Townline Road       715-842-5201 
True North Counseling & Wellness 207 Grand Avenue       715-370-8863 

 
 
 

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS 
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT: 

BROOKE MUELLER (longfellowN2N@gmail.com)       262-349-0605 
NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON: 

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov)      715-845-4218 
WAUSAU MAYOR: 
 DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov)            715-261-6800 
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR: 
 ANN LEMMBER (ann.lemmer@co.marathon.wi.us)       920-207-3105 
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

JOY FOYE             715-842-9197 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

NON-EMERGENCIES           715-261-7800 
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS: 
 OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@ wausauwi.gov)          715-261-7998 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov)        715-261-6682 
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT: 

Includes uncut grass           715-261-6780 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 

Includes unshoveled sidewalks          715-261-6740 
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE: 

Missed by snow plows            715-261-6960 
FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE: 

BRIAN STAHL (brian.stahl@wausauwi.gov)        715-261-7900 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *                  
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