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RESIDENTIAL 
ACCESSORY
BUILDINGS

C I T Y  O F  W A U S A U

SHEDS

Per WMC 23.03.28, minor accessory structures
must be similar in size, character, and function,
and a permit is required prior to installing and/or
building an accessory building. 

A detached garage is anything over 160 square feet.
 Must meet zoning requirements. 1.

Detached garages are ONLY allowed in the
side or rear yard of the property.

a.

Attached garages must meet specific
requirements in zoning code for articulation,
maximum width in comparison to home,
materials, etc.

b.

Must meet building code requirements: headers,
openings, concrete floor, etc.

2.

Generally allowed up to 900 square feet of total
garage area (attached, detached, or both).

3.

Homes with over 3200 square feet of area
can go up to 1200 square feet of total
garage area.

a.

If wishing to go beyond these limits, must
have approval from the Building Advisory
Board (BAB).

b.

Must be architecturally compatible to the home
in finish materials, roof pitch, etc.

4.

GARAGES
Each residential property is allowed 1 shed.

 A shed is limited to a maximum of 160 square
feet.

1.

 It can be no more than 16 feet, in height.2.
The shed is ONLY allowed to be in the interior
side or rear yard of the property.

3.

It is NOT allowed in the front yard, street yard
or corner side yard (if property is on a corner
lot).

4.

If wishing to have more than 1 shed or more than 1
detached garage, then a conditional use permit is
required. (Application is $425.00, non-refundable.)

CONDITIONAL USES:

You can apply for a permit online on our Evolve Permit Portal: 
https://evolveportal.ci.wausau.wi.us/

BUILDING ADVISORY BOARD:
If wishing to go beyond total square footage limits of a
garage, a Building Advisory Board application must be
submitted and approved by said board members.
(Application is $225.00, non-refundable.)

https://evolveportal.ci.wausau.wi.us/

