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LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD
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WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
August, 2025
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Our next meeting is Monday, August 4, 2025
Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM
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Agenda

e Wausau Fire Department — smoke detectors, fire pits, cooking dangers (Q & A)

e Wausau District 2 Alderperson — Michael Martens (with Q & A)

e Marathon County District 2 Supervisor — Ann Lemmer (with Q & A)

e Briefing Sheet — Officer John Shear (with Q & A)

Dates to Remember

July 29 - Wisconsin Valley Fair: (fee) Tuesday: 1:00 — 11:30 PM (dog show, midway/rides,

August 3: Sawyer Brown, fireworks); Wednesday: 1:00 — 11:30 PM (midway/rides, Permalee
concert); Thursday: 8:00 AM — 11:30 PM (midway/rides, Night Ranger concert);
Friday: 8:00 AM - 11:30 PM (midway/rides, rodeo); Saturday: 9:00 AM - 11:30
PM (midway/rides, rodeo); Sunday: 12:00 — 6:00 PM; midway/rides, demo derby)

July 30: Movie in the Park: 7:00 PM; 400 Block

August 4: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting

August 7: Movie in the Park: 7:00 PM; 400 Block

August 12: Wausau Police and Fire Department Community Thank You Cookout: 11:00 AM -

1:00 PM, 400 Block
August 15-16: Big Bull Falls Bluefest; (fee) Friday: 5:00 — 10:00 PM, Saturday 1:00 — 10:00 PM, Fern
Island
August 21: Wausau Night Market: 5:00 — 9:00 PM; Wausau River District, 3rd Street
September 1:  Happy Labor Day
September 6-7: ARTrageous Weekend; Festival of Arts and Center for Visual Arts (Downtown
Wausau); Art in the Park (Marathon Park); Birds in Art (Leigh Yawkey Woodson
Art Museum)
Wausau Farmers Market: Saturday and Wednesday, 7:00 AM - Noon, 200 River Drive
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night — 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM
Concerts on the Square — Wednesdays, 6:00 — 8:00 PM; 400 Block (8/6, 8/13, 8/20, 8/27)
Public Art Studio — Rise Up, Tuesday and Wednesday, Noon- 2:00 PM; Thursday and Friday, 4:00 —
7:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM; 622 N 3 St., Wausau
Wausau Night Market — 34 Thursday of the month, Wausau River District, 34 St. (8/21)

From My Desk to Yours . . . President, Longfellow Neighborhood

We still need a new neighborhood President. Please contact Brooke (262-349-0605) if you are
interested in volunteering for the position.

Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson
There are a couple of events happening in the city this August that may interest you. First, the ribbon
cutting for Peckham Way, is happening on Monday, August 4th, at 4:00pm. Peckham Way, a segment
of the River Edge trail that runs along the wastewater treatment plant, is named after Patrick Peckham,
long time newspaper reporter and city councilperson. Pat was an advocate of bicycling and the river
edge trail, so naming the new segment after him is quite the honor. The trail segment starts near the
Wastewater Administrative building at 430 Adrian St.
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On Tuesday August 12, starting at 11am, the Wausau Police Department and Wausau Fire Department
are hosting their annual Community Thank You cookout on the 400 Block downtown. It’s all free
thanks to generous community donations. Brats and snacks along with vehicle displays and
demonstrations will happen downtown. It’s the Departments’ way of thanking the community for the
support they’ve shown our public safety members.

Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor
Advocacy Opportunity: The Marathon County Board has proposed a resolution to be forwarded to the
state and other agencies advocating for legislative changes to Wisconsin’s insurance statutes
preventing insurance companies from increasing premiums or denying coverage solely due to a driver’s
volunteer status. The ask is for the legislature to introduce and pass legislation protecting the vital
role of volunteer drivers in our communities by ensuring volunteer service is not classified as
commercial activity by insurance providers. This would be modeled after the state of Minnesota who
clarified their laws defining volunteer drivers as distinct from commercial drivers (such as Uber Eats,
Lyft, etc.), exempting them from CDL requirements, as well as offering tax incentives to encourage
volunteering. This is especially important for our area as we have a growing number of non-drivers
needing assistance getting to appointments and the like, but a shrinking pool of volunteers due to
higher insurance costs for this type of driving in Wisconsin. If you agree with this suggestion, I
encourage you to reach out to our representatives, Pat Snyder and/or Cory Tomczyk to let them know.

Minutes from the July 7, 2025 Meeting
Brooke shared that although this is her last meeting as President, she will monitor the neighborhood
e-mail address (longfellowN2N@gmail.com) until a new President is found.

Ann had several items to share with the group this month.

e As part of the Hunger Coalition, Ann shared that the Neighbor’s Place will begin new additional
hours on Thursday nights.

e As ADRC Chair, Ann shared changes to Medicaid in the current national tax and spending bill,
including changing eligibility requirements from annual to bi-annual. Ann also explained that
there have been small increases overall in Wisconsin but no extra funds were allotted for Meals on
Wheels. Generally, ADRC funding is stable but other resources (including The Community
Foundation of North Central Wisconsin) are being reviewed for additional grant funding.

e Ann is on the County Extension Education and Development Committee and shared information
about the UW Stevens Point-Wausau Campus dorm sale. The cost to raze the building is estimated
by staff to be about $250,000 - $500,000. The Ethiopian Community Development Council (ECDC)
would like to use the dorm as bridge housing and would further renovate the facility as funds allow.

e Ann provided additional PFAS disposal information for us. PFAS are removed from our water using
granular activated charcoal with the solids being taken to the County waste site. Marathon County
has previously been able to haul our leachate to Steven’s Point and Plover (eight other plants have
refused to take it), but due to future regulatory changes, that might not be possible going forward.
Rather than wait until those changes cause an emergency for us, the Solid Waste Department is
proposing the construction and operation of an on-site reverse osmosis system that will treat all
the landfill’s leachate. To fund this facility, the department will apply for a $12.8M loan from the
Wisconsin Clean Water Fund Program (CWFP) with up to $3.5M being available as principal
forgiveness for emerging contaminants. The loan would be paid back through landfill tipping fees.
Both a public comment period and hearing were held in May and June, and the Solid Waste
Management Board took various steps to approve the submission of applications for funding. The
final draft of the plans will be submitted to the Wisconsin DNR in September, followed by final
application to the CWFP in October. Additional details can be found on pages 142-144 in the
7/1/2025 Environmental Resources Committee meeting packet.

Michael had several items for us this month.

e Michael encouraged everyone to participate in the City customer experience survey (available on-
line at the City website or you can pick up a paper copy at City Hall).

e New City summer office hours started today; they will end on Labor Day (9/1). The summer hours
are: 7:15 AM - 4:30 PM on Monday through Thursday and 7:15 AM - 12:15 PM on Friday.
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mailto:longfellowN2N@gmail.com
https://www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15595/638852309828870000
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e Michael discussed the proposal for the Bridge Street Mission (BSM) to provide a space for the
unhoused. Catholic Charities will continue providing services from November to April each year at
the Community Partners Campus but will not from April to November. First United Methodist
Church is currently providing overnight services until December 31, 2025 (they do not provide day
services). The BSM proposal was the only response the City received to their Request for Proposals.
BSM currently offers only transitional housing but after purchasing a building on 1st Avenue
(formerly the Bethesda Thrift Shop/Able Light location), they will have the capacity to include the
unhoused. Under the proposed agreement, Wausau would pay BSM $350,000 for the first year
with a $50,000 decrease in funding per year until 2030 when BSM expects funding to be self-
sustaining. The first floor of their new location would be the shelter for the unhoused with the
second floor for transitional housing. BSM can accommodate up to 60 beds and would be able to
segregate men and women as well as clients with special needs. Michael addressed concerns
regarding potential BSM discriminatory policies. Michael reassured the group that the City would
require a non-discrimination clause for shelter users; BSM would still be able to use their own
standards for staff hiring.

Officer Shear had a busy week and was unable to provide a Briefing Sheet this month. He did, however,

share the following information with our group.

e There is no apparent gang activity in the City of Wausau.

e Drug use continues to increase with record amounts of drug types. The Police Department has
seen a decreased amount in reported overdoses. Fentanyl is more prevalent than before since it is
being combined with all types of drugs.

e The Wausau Police and Fire Departments Community Thank You Cookout will be held on Tuesday,
August 12 from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM at the 400 Block downtown.

e The Wings Over Wausau Event went well with no major issues.

Jonathan Smith, Chair of Wausau’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) provided a

status update for our group.

e The bike trail extension to the River Edge Parkway trail system (Thomas Street south to Randolph
Street), along the Wisconsin River was completed in October/November 2024; an official opening
of Peckham Way is expected to occur in the next 1-2 months. The trail is named in honor of former
Alderperson Pat Peckham who was a strong advocate for bicycling.

e The Wisconsin DOT is the leader of the Grand Avenue reconstruction of Grand Avenue from Thomas
Street south to Kent Street so they are the major decision makers. Although BPAC has no control
over the reconstruction, there are ways to encourage space allocation of right-of-way that will work
for Wausau residents and neighbors that live and travel on the corridor. BPAC spent some time
discerning what they would like to advocate for as a city. A “wish list” of items includes a 25 mile
per hour speed limit, a terrace (3-5 feet of green space: street trees, grass, light poles) between the
sidewalk /multi-use path and the street, bicycle accommodations out of the roadway (likely through
a multi-use path). These are some but not all the ideas generated from BPAC; the ideas are not an
official motion or request. If you'd like to learn more, Wausau's BPAC typically meets the 4th
Monday of the month at 5:00 pm.

e Jonathan also provided information on electric bicycles (e-bikes). There are 3 classes, 1, 2 and 3
with classes 1 and 3 being the most common. Class 1 bikes have a maximum speed of less than
20 miles per hour; maximum speed for class 3 bikes is less than 28 miles per hour. Policies are
being considered as a result of bicycle and pedestrian conflicts.

A resident expressed concerns about automobile speed on Prospect Avenue.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 4, 2025

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

Acro Plumbing 904 Sumner Street 715-842-9425
Cveykus Law Office 301 Grand Avenue 715-842-5205
Global View Capital Advisors 215 Grand Avenue 715-298-0313
Herrle Health Services 215 Grand Avenue 715-846-3444
JAS Construction josh@jasbuilds.com 715-432-5732
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NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES (continued)

M & S, The Siding Specialists 818 Henrietta Street 715-842-7965
Olson Tire and Auto 601 Forest Street 715-845-8473
Incredible Bank 101 Grand Avenue 715-845-0900
Schmidt & Schmidt 123 Grand Avenue 715-845-9621
Townline Market 916 Townline Road 715-842-5201
True North Counseling & Wellness 207 Grand Avenue 715-370-8863

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT:
VACANT (e-mail: longfellowN2N@gmail.com)
NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON:

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov) 715-845-4218
WAUSAU MAYOR:

DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6800
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR:

ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov) 920-207-3105
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

JOY FOYE 715-842-9197
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

NON-EMERGENCIES 715-261-7800
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS:

OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7998
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6682
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT:

Includes uncut grass 715-261-6780
ENGINEERING DEPARTMEN

Includes unshoveled sidewalks 715-261-6740
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE:

Missed by snow plows 715-261-6960
FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE:

BRIAN STAHL (brian.stahl@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7900
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