
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD 

                                                                      
WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!  

June, 2025 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    

Our next meeting is Monday, June 9, 2025 
Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
Agenda 

• Welcome remarks from Longfellow Neighborhood President – Brooke Mueller 
• Wausau District 2 Alderperson – Michael Martens (with Q & A) 
• Marathon County District 2 Supervisor – Ann Lemmer (with Q & A) 
• Briefing Sheet – Officer John Shear (with Q & A) 

 
Dates to Remember  

June 4: Concerts on the Square:  6:00 – 8:00 PM; 400 Block, Downtown Wausau  
June 7: Wausau Pride – 11:30 AM – 2:00 PM; 400 Block, Downtown Wausau 
June 9: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting  
June 19: Wausau Night Market – 5:00 – 9:00 PM; Wausau River District, 3rd Street 
June 27-28: Wings Over Wausau – Friday:  4:00 – 10:00 PM; Saturday:  11:00 AM – 10:00 PM;  
    Downtown Wausau Airport (Fee:  $5 for under 12; $10 for over 12 and adults) 
June 28: Run the Runway/Clear for Takeoff 5K – 8:00 AM; Downtown Wausau Airport; benefits 
    The Never Forgotten Honor Flight; fee to participate 
June 28-29: Chalkfest:  9:00 AM – 8:00 PM; 400 Block, Downtown Wausau 
July 4: Happy 4th of July 

Wausau Farmers Market:  7:30 AM, 200 River Drive 
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night – 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM 
Concerts on the Square – Wednesdays, 6:00 – 8:00 PM; 400 Block (6/4, 6/11, 6/18, 6/25) 

Public Art Studio – Rise Up, 622 N 3rd St., Wausau  
Fiber Arts Night – Rise Up; 622 N 3rd St., Wausau 

Wausau Night Market – 3rd Thursday of the month, Wausau River District, 3rd St.  (6/19, 7/17, 8/21) 
 

Minutes from the May 12, 2025 Meeting 
Ann had several items for our group. 
• Ann spoke to the group about information provided at last month’s meeting regarding the Domtar 

dam project.  Due to a misunderstanding, some of the information provided in the meeting and/or 
newsletter, was incomplete and/or incorrect.  Ann and Joy (newsletter editor) regret the error.  We 
are providing the following information to correct what was previously reported. 
o It was the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), not the DNR, who made 

recommendations on the dam.  The FERC, based on their 2021 Dam Safety Inspection, 
requested a plan and schedule from Domtar to address the condition of the Timber Crib Spillway 
section of the Dam.  Also, FERC did not declare the dam must either be repaired or replaced.  

o The dam currently operates at 100% capacity (not the 10% previously stated).  It’s important to 
reiterate that while hydro generation has full capacity, it does not typically run at full capacity.   

o For clarification, Domtar is responsible for paying for the project, not Rothschild, and Domtar 
proposes to pay one-third of the entire project cost.  Given its recreational, economic and public 
safety benefits for our community, Domtar seeks an equitable solution to fund this project via 
cost-sharing funding opportunities at the local, state and federal levels. By securing these cost-
sharing partnerships, Domtar will commit to investing $100 million in north central Wisconsin 
via its Rothschild and Nekoosa manufacturing operations over the next three years.  



o Although removing the dam would logically appear to affect Lake Wausau, there is no current 
plan to remove the dam. 

o  We encourage everyone to visit the Domtar Rothschild website for more information regarding 
the Rothschild Dam Project (Dam Modernization - Domtar Rothschild Mill Community Updates).  
We will invite a Domtar representative to speak to our group at a future meeting. 

• The Regional Forensic Center (“the morgue”) is changing to a doctor/physician directed facility.  
Jessica Blahnik will be the head and plans on hiring 2 physicians.  It will also be a teaching facility, 
tissue donation site and will have bereavement areas. 

• The Marathon County Highway Department has purchased 3 pieces of property in Kronenwetter 
for their new facility; there will be a meeting this week to discuss more land purchases. 

• There will be a Joint City and County Homeless Task Force meeting at the Center for Civic 
Engagement (at the UW Stevens Point-Wausau Campus) on Monday, May 19 at 6:30 PM.   

 
Michael had the following items for us this month. 
• The old Wausau Floral site has been cleared; a grant was received to remediate the site. 
• The DPW was waiting for the asphalt plant to open and can now begin using hot mix to fill potholes. 
• The Department of Public Works was behind on alley grading after a grader breakdown.  Since the 

grader was under warranty, it will be repaired at no charge; a replacement grader will be used while 
repairs are done.  A resident shared the alley behind them was graded within the last week. 

• Plumer Street is scheduled to be repaired in 2030. 
• Wausau continues to work on finding a location for the new fleet maintenance facility.  One 

potential location is on Cherry Street between UMR and Regal Beloit (Marathon Electric). 
• The Police Department will have its original air conditioning system replaced this summer.  The 

replacement should make the facility much more comfortable for everyone who uses the building. 
 
Officer Shear was unable to attend the meeting so there wasn’t a briefing sheet. 
 
There were several general questions.  
• Michael was asked what options tenants with mold in the unit they rent have.  Michael suggested 

they contact City Inspections.  He wasn’t certain what options the tenant would have other than 
contacting a lawyer (depending on income, Wisconsin Judicare may be an option for them). 

• A question was asked about metal roofing in Wausau.  Michael explained a metal roof with exposed 
fasteners is not allowed.  A follow-up question was whether the City still requires neighbors be 
contacted as part of the approval process the roof; Michael wasn’t sure about that.  It was noted 
that multiple houses have metal roofs with solar panels installed. 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 9, 2025 (1 week later than usual) 

 
From My Desk to Yours . . . Brooke Mueller, President, Longfellow Neighborhood 

Hi everyone!  Our next meeting will be on Monday June 9th.  A reminder that everyone is welcome, not 
just homeowners!  As always, you can reach out to me with questions, issues, concerns, or 
recommendations for upcoming meeting topics at longfellowN2N@gmail.com.  See you at the meeting! 

 
Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor 

Hello Longfellowers.  This is a follow-up on the joint city and county homelessness task force.  The 
final report was presented with recommendations going forward.  Clearly this is a complicated issue, 
but the task force highlighted some important facts: 
1. We have many supports already in place for houseless individuals, although capacity is in question. 
2. There are gaps in the services that need more study so they can be addressed. 
3. Our unhoused population is on the rise. 
4. This is a county issue that will require joint solutions. 
5. Long term solutions will require broad community support as well as sustained collaboration/ 

coordination between the city and county. 
So, the final recommendation was to direct both the mayor and county administrator to develop a 
coordinated, actionable plan to achieve a functional zero homeless population by the end of March 
2026. I’ve asked for periodic reports between now and then so stay tuned for more updates.  Here is 
the link to the packet if you want to see the slides of the presentation. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/domtarrothschild.com/dam-modernization/__;!!PcNSCHE!fSmvH5zcXGnlzaLavqlZPMuejPCxUNu--nYR2i0QRG2FXztt2GM07pXRHeaUbiGa0iqGnN0SQZHnciI6i8un$
mailto:longfellowN2N@gmail.com
https://www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/15405/638829184343730000


 
NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 

Acro Plumbing    904 Sumner Street        715-842-9425 
Cveykus Law Office    301 Grand Avenue        715-842-5205 
Global View Capital Advisors  215 Grand Avenue        715-298-0313 
Herrle Health Services   215 Grand Avenue        715-846-3444 
JAS Construction    josh@jasbuilds.com        715-432-5732 
M & S, The Siding Specialists  818 Henrietta Street           715-842-7965 
Olson Tire and Auto    601 Forest Street        715-845-8473 
Incredible Bank    101 Grand Avenue        715-845-0900 
Schmidt & Schmidt    123 Grand Avenue        715-845-9621 
Townline Market    916 Townline Road        715-842-5201 
True North Counseling & Wellness  207 Grand Avenue        715-370-8863 

 
NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS 

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT: 
BROOKE MUELLER (longfellowN2N@gmail.com)           262-349-0605 

NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON: 
MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov)          715-845-4218 

WAUSAU MAYOR: 
 DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov)            715-261-6800 
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR: 
 ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov)       920-207-3105 
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

JOY FOYE             715-842-9197 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

NON-EMERGENCIES           715-261-7800 
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS: 
 OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov)             715-261-7998 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov)             715-261-6682 
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT: 

Includes uncut grass           715-261-6780 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMEN 

Includes unshoveled sidewalks          715-261-6740 
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE: 

Missed by snow plows            715-261-6960 
FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE: 

BRIAN STAHL (brian.stahl@wausauwi.gov)        715-261-7900 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    
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