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WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
October, 2025
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Our next meeting is Monday, October 6, 2025

Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM
I I R S S I L S R S S R R B L S S L S S T R R

Agenda
e Wausau Police Department Chief, Matthew Barnes, and Officer Sarah Beddish of the Victim
Resource Unit (with Q & A)
e Wausau District 2 Alderperson — Michael Martens (with Q & A)
e Marathon County District 2 Supervisor — Ann Lemmer (with Q & A)
e Briefing Sheet — Officer John Shear (with Q & A)

Dates to Remember
October 4: Harvest Fest; 400 Block, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM; food donations suggested to benefit
local food pantries stocked by Peyton’s Promise; free pumpkins for 12 and under;
kid’s activities and crafts; full petting zoo; business Trick-or-Treating; and more.

October 6: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting

October 6-10:  Fall Leaf Pick-Up, Phase 1; limited areas will be picked up; do NOT rake leaves into
gutter

October 13: Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day

October 27-30: Fall Leaf Pick-Up, Phase 2; rake leaves into the gutter the weekend before pick-up

October 31: Happy Halloween (No Trick or Treat Hours listed on City website; hours have been

4:00 — 7:00 PM on Halloween in the past)
November 2: Daylight Saving Time ends (set your clocks back 1 hour)

Wausau Farmers Market: Saturday and Wednesday, 7:00 AM - Noon, 200 River Drive
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night — 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM
Public Art Studio — Rise Up, Tuesday and Wednesday, Noon- 2:00 PM; Thursday and Friday, 4:00 —
7:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM; 622 N 3 St., Wausau
Gardens at Twilight, Monk Botanical Gardens, Friday, October 17 (rain date: Saturday, October 18),
5:00-8:00 PM ($10 per person)

From My Desk to Yours . . . President, Longfellow Neighborhood

We are still searching for a new neighborhood President. Please contact Brooke (262-349-0605)
with questions or if you are interested in the position.

Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson
The city budget season is upon us. I've seen some preliminary numbers, and it looks like this will be a
challenging year with some hard decisions to make. So far, the good news is that health insurance
rates will only increase 9.5%, which is a fair amount under national estimates. The bad news is that
our trash collection contract is up for renewal and the bids came back at about $3 a month more per
household than the old contract. The finance committee will be working hard to get all these parts to
fit into a reasonable and realistic budget for 2026.

You can follow along with the process. The finance committee is holding three budget workshops on
September 29, 30, and October 1 all at 6:00pm in the Council Chambers. Attend in person or watch
on public access or YouTube. While the content may be dry, you may also find it eye opening.
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Moving forward, the public hearing for the 2026 budget will tentatively be at the Council meeting on
Tuesday, November 11, with adoption at the following meeting. The public hearing is your last chance
to be heard on the budget. If you have questions about the budget, please drop me a line.

Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor
A quick update on the UWSP @ Wausau Campus: The NTC and UWSP recently announced an
innovative partnership where the UWSP will vacate the (always in my heart the UWMC) Stewart Avenue
campus and move into the NTC campus. To be clear, this was not a decision the County Board was
involved in. My feelings aside on that, the buildings belong to the County, therefore we need to consider
how to proceed with them once they are fully vacated. This complicates the usage of the dorm building
(recall that ECDC submitted a plan for its use). We have a draft RFP, however, not knowing if another
entity would want the entire UWMC space or just some of the space, it was decided to hold off on
issuing the RFP until we could meet as a joint Extension, Education, and Economic
Development/Human Resources, Finance, and Property Committee meeting to hone in on our needs,
goals, and vision for the property. We hope to have our plans solidified by July 2026. Stay tuned for
more info, however here are some links where you can get up to speed if interested:
Press Release (Joint UWSP/NTC):
(https:/ /www.uwsp.edu/news /uw-stevens-point-northcentral-technical-college-to-partner-in-
wausau/)
Recent News Article ( Wausau Pilot and Review)
(https:/ /wausaupilotandreview.com /2025/09/19/county-begins-weighing-future-of-uwsp-wausau-
campus-as-closure-nears/)
Draft RFP (see pages 10-22)
(https:/ /www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/16414/638936356086330000)
Video of NTC/UWSP presentation to the full board (Starting at 6minutes)
(https:/ /www.youtube.com /watch?v=HvsNdu-g19A)
See the 9/18/25 packet for the slides in the presentation (pages 3-13)
(https:/ /www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/16410/638937920206530000)
Also, with us being deep into budget development, here are some important dates to note if you are
interested in tuning in or participating:
¢ 9/30@ 1 PM Budget Presentation (here is when the Administrator presents the budget to the Board
and it becomes ours to analyze)
e 10/9 Initial amendments are due for publication
¢ 10/13 @ 8:30 AM Amendments are considered and authorized for publication. At this point, the
budget is frozen (it cannot be further amended until the Public Hearing). This is a good time to
take a look at the budget and reach out to me (and other board members) with your thoughts.
e 11/3@ 6 PM the Budget Public Hearing—this is another great opportunity to make public comments
if you are interested.
e 11/7 Final amendments based on the public hearing are due for review by the HRFP
e 11/10 @ 3 PM the HRFP considers any amendments
11/11 @ 6 PM is when the budget is taken up by the Board
This is my fourth budget, and honestly, I am still finding things to learn. Please feel free to reach out
to me with your thoughts. I will do my best to relay them to the board.

Minutes from the September 8, 2025 Meeting
A Wausau police officer and K-9 were unable to attend our meeting. Hopefully they will be at a future
meeting.

Michael had several items for the group this month and then answered questions.

e City budget talks are beginning; capital improvement items have been reviewed. Budget numbers
are expected to be received soon; it is anticipated budget approval will be in early to mid-November.

e State funding for lead line replacement may be available through 2026, possibly paying for
replacing the line from the street to the meter. No interest loans may be available if state funding
doesn’t cover this cost. Apply now to confirm your eligibility and to be added to the 2026 list. A
resident shared they received information that they were not included in the 2025 lead line
replacement because there weren’t enough people in their area that requested the replacement.
Michael reminded everyone that there must be enough houses in an area participating to make it
economically feasible; make sure you talk with your neighbors so they sign up too.
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Due to faulty water meters, Wausau is missing out on a substantial amount of revenue due to
improper billing. New water meters will be installed as lead lines are replaced; remaining homes
will have their water meters replaced over time.

A comment was made about construction of the new Fire Department building. A resident
suggested the City discuss any purchasing of nearby properties with the people who would be
affected by the construction of the new building.

Ann had an excused absence this month; the agenda incorrectly indicated she would be in attendance.

Officer Shear distributed ‘The Briefing Sheet’ and discussed it with the group.

Total crime in Wausau is at a 5-year low. The statistics are: 1,852 “Group A” offenses (crimes
against persons (assault, murder), drug offenses, property crimes, etc.); 1,019 “Group B” offenses
(disorderly conduct (curfew, etc.), trespassing (property), OWI, etc.); and 7,312 traffic stops with
3,911 citations issued (license offenses) and 4,480 warnings (speed, expired registration) issued.
The Community Outreach Specialist provided resources to over 200 unhoused individuals. The
full report can be found on the City website under the Wausau Police Department; there is also a
link to the report on the Department’s Facebook page.

A question was asked about the rules for operating e-bikes. E-bokes should use bike lanes and
follow all bicycle laws.

Although there was a larger volume of methamphetamines in 2025 than in 2024, there was no
significant increase in drug related crimes in the City.

In response to a question, the homeless shelter does see an increase in use in cold weather.

Several other items of interest were brought up by the group:

The group discussed suspending monthly meetings during the months of January, February and
March 2026. Attendees were willing to try the suggestion; a final decision can be made in October.
The Friends of Wausau Historic Landmarks will be doing a bus tour on September 27; tickets are
available at Janke Bookstore. The tour includes stops in Ringle, Hatley (including Saint Florian
Catholic Church), Elderon, Bevent (including Saint Ladislaus Church) and Mosinee. If we are
interested, a tour of our neighborhood could be arranged for 2026, possibly in May or June.

Our next meeting is scheduled for October 6, 2025

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

Acro Plumbing 904 Sumner Street 715-842-9425
Cveykus Law Office 301 Grand Avenue 715-842-5205
Global View Capital Advisors 215 Grand Avenue 715-298-0313
Herrle Health Services 215 Grand Avenue 715-846-3444
JAS Construction josh@jasbuilds.com 715-432-5732
M & S, The Siding Specialists 818 Henrietta Street 715-842-7965
Olson Tire and Auto 601 Forest Street 715-845-8473
Incredible Bank 101 Grand Avenue 715-845-0900
Schmidt & Schmidt 123 Grand Avenue 715-845-9621
Townline Market 916 Townline Road 715-842-5201
True North Counseling & Wellness 207 Grand Avenue 715-370-8863

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT:

VACANT (e-mail: longfellowN2N@gmail.com)

NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON:

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov) 715-845-4218
WAUSAU MAYOR:
DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6800

MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR:

ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov) 920-207-3105

SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

JOY FOYE 715-842-9197
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NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS (continued)
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

NON-EMERGENCIES 715-261-7800
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS:

OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7998
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6682
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT:

Includes uncut grass 715-261-6780
ENGINEERING DEPARTMEN

Includes unshoveled sidewalks 715-261-6740
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE:

Missed by snow plows 715-261-6960
DIVISION CHIEF - FIRE PREVENTION (FORMERLY THE FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE):

SHAHN KARIGER (shahn.kariger@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7905
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