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LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD
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WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
November, 2025
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Our next meeting is Monday, November 3, 2025

Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM
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Agenda
e Wausau Police Department — K-9 and Officer (Q & A)
e Wausau District 2 Alderperson — Michael Martens (with Q & A)
e Marathon County District 2 Supervisor — Ann Lemmer (attending the County Board budget
meeting)
e Briefing Sheet — Officer John Shear (with Q & A)

Dates to Remember
October 27-30: Fall Leaf Collection — Phase 2 for our area; leaves may be raked into street the weekend
before collection
October 31: Happy Halloween; Wausau Trick or Treat Hours: 4:00 — 7:00 PM
November 1: Wausau Winter Market opens
November 2: Daylight Saving Time ends (set your clocks back 1 hour)
November 3: Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting
November 11: Veterans Day
November 23:  Last day Yard Waste Site is open
November 27: Happy Thanksgiving

Wausau Winter Market: Saturdays, 9:00 AM — Noon, John Marshall Elementary School
(1918 Lamont Street)
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night — 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM
Public Art Studio — Rise Up, Tuesday, 4:00 — 7:00 PM and Wednesday, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM; Thursday
and Friday, 4:00 — 7:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM; 622 N 34 St., Wausau

From My Desk to Yours . . . President, Longfellow Neighborhood

Please contact Brooke (262-349-0605) if you are interested in being our new President or have
questions about the position.

Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson
I've recently received a few emails encouraging the city to remove an ordinance concerning leaf pickup.
The gist of the messages is that leaving your leaves on your lawn creates a habitat for pollinators to
overwinter. While I appreciate the concern for creating an environment receptive for these essential
insects, there are reasons why the city has a fall leaf collection program.

Fall leaves, as they collect along the curbs and roadways, can get swept up by rain and clog our storm
sewers. Collecting the bulk of the leaves in the fall helps mitigate that issue. But more importantly,
as the leaves enter the water stream, namely the Wisconsin River, they contribute to the overall organic
load to the waterway encouraging algae growth and lowering oxygen levels in the river. By collecting
leaves, we keep the waterways cleaner and more viable for aquatic life.

What we can do to help pollinators overwinter is to rake some of our leaves onto our flower beds and
have the city collect the rest. The leaves in the beds then decompose, providing nutrients for the
plants. It’s a win-win. Good for the plants and pollinators and keeps our waterways cleaner.
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Leaf collection for the Longfellow area is October 27-30, but could be a day or so later depending on
weather conditions. Please keep your leaves on the boulevard until the week of collection, then rake
them into the curb. After the collection is done, street sweepers and vacuum trucks will roam the area
for spot cleaning.

The last day for the yard waste center is November 23.

Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor
The proposed 2026 budget is now in the hands of the County Board for consideration. The
administrator along with the team of department heads and finance professionals worked hard to
develop one which followed the budget assumptions and priorities we identified early in the process
while maintaining the high-level of services expected. This was an important consideration for me, as
about 40 percent of residents living in the 54403 ZIP code are not homeowners, and therefore will not
feel the benefit from the cut in tax rate, but would feel the impact of a decrease in service levels.

Here is a summary of the budget as it relates to property owners.

e Tax Rate Cut: The property tax rate will drop by 17 cents (a 4.63% reduction), down to $3.50. This
is significantly below the average rate of our Central Wisconsin neighbors ($4.69).

e Minimal Bill Increase: The average homeowner in Marathon County will see a relatively small
increase in the County portion of their property tax bill, rising by $33.71 (or 3.95%) compared to
2025. This minimal increase is largely driven by the increase in equalized property value (approx.
9%) rather than the tax rate itself.

e Strong Value: For the average home valued at $253,392, the county tax bill will be approximately
$886.87 per year—which works out to less than $80 a month for services ranging from public safety
and courts to highways and social services while meeting the needs of all age groups and income

levels.
Budget Year|Property Value[Tax Rate[Tax Amount|$ Change In Tax Bill% Change in Tax Bill
2026 $253,392 $3.50 [$886.87 $33.71 3.95%
2025 $232,469 $3.67 $853.16 ($1.65) -0.19%

How did this happen? There were a few policy and operational decisions made to keep the rate low:

e No New Debt/Borrowing: The budget avoids additional borrowing, which reduces future taxpayer
burden associated with interest and principal payments.

e Not spending from General Fund reserves for operations, service debt, or capital projects:
This maintains healthy and stable reserves, supporting the County’s strong bond rating and long-
term fiscal health.

e Defunding about 15 full-time equivalent positions across departments: Overall spending was
limited allowing the implementation of the updated compensation plan (the Board's top priority).

e Increasing non-levy revenue streams: According to the notice, licenses and permit fees are up
nearly 30%; public charges for services are up over 17%; and intergovernmental charges are up a
smidge over 5%.

We do have two noteworthy investments for programs intended to enhance quality of life and long-term
viability,:

e CWA investment: The budget includes funding of $150,000 to attract a new air service.

¢ Public Health Coordinator position to address homelessness

How can YOU participate?

1. Attend the Public Hearing scheduled for 11/03/2025 and make public comment (https://
www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/16634/638961233669929119).

2. Reach out to me with your thoughts.

3. Review the budget documents found on the county website (https://
www.marathoncounty.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/16478/638959805508588332).

4. Since the county budget is only about 20% of the total property tax bill, pay attention to the
schools’ and municipality’s budget processes, too.
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Mlnutes from the October 6 2025 Meetmgr

Police Chief Matthew Barnes spoke to our group.

Chief Barnes talked about the Police Department and the City budget process. Increased inflation
may cause the Police Department to request a budget increase. The Department is looking at how
to provide the same services with fewer dollars by exploring technology and/or other creative
solutions. They also continue to look for/at collaborations to reduce their cost including donations
from local businesses and/or foundations.

The unhoused remain a focus/priority for the Wausau Police Department.

The Department currently has 81 sworn positions and has a good retention rate; a fully staffed
night shift consists of 8 officers.

A resident asked if CSO’s (Community Service Officers) are permanent employees. Chief Barnes
shared there are 3 permanent CSO’s but most are college students who are employed only during
the summer.

A question was asked about when the new homeless shelter would be completed. Although there
is currently no completion date, it isn’t expected to open until after December 31, 2025.

Ann spoke to us about current Marathon County budget discussions.

The proposed budget was given to the County Supervisors on September 30th (additional details
provided above). The budget will be discussed at all committee meetings as follows:

October 28th (3:00 PM): HRFPC regular meeting

November 3rd (6:00 PM): County Board budget hearing

November 7th (10:00 AM): deadline for amendments to be reviewed by HRFPC

November 10th (3:00 PM): HRFPC meeting review of proposed amendments

November 11tk (6:00 PM): County Board approves budget.

Each of the Standing Committees will be reviewing the budget at their November meetings.

The County reviewed the budget and aggressively worked to reduce the mill rate (see Ann’s
information above).

Michael was in a Wausau City Council budget meeting and was unable to attend our meeting.

Officer Shear was also unable to attend our meeting this month.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 3, 2025

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

Acro Plumbing 904 Sumner Street 715-842-9425
Bull Falls Brewing Co. (new) 905 E Thomas Street 715-971-4095
Cveykus Law Office 301 Grand Avenue 715-842-5205
Global View Capital Advisors 215 Grand Avenue 715-298-0313
Herrle Health Services 215 Grand Avenue 715-846-3444
JAS Construction josh@jasbuilds.com 715-432-5732
M & S, The Siding Specialists 818 Henrietta Street 715-842-7965
Olson Tire and Auto 601 Forest Street 715-845-8473
Incredible Bank 101 Grand Avenue 715-845-0900
Schmidt & Schmidt 123 Grand Avenue 715-845-9621
Townline Market 916 Townline Road 715-842-5201
True North Counseling & Wellness 207 Grand Avenue 715-370-8863

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT:

VACANT (e-mail: longfellowN2N@gmail.com)

NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON:

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov) 715-845-4218
WAUSAU MAYOR:
DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6800

MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR:

ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov) 920-207-3105
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NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS (continued)
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

JOY FOYE 715-842-9197
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

NON-EMERGENCIES 715-261-7800
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS:

OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7998
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-6682
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT:

Includes uncut grass 715-261-6780
ENGINEERING DEPARTMEN

Includes unshoveled sidewalks 715-261-6740
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE:

Missed by snow plows 715-261-6960
DIVISION CHIEF - FIRE PREVENTION (FORMERLY THE FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE):

SHAHN KARIGER (shahn.kariger@wausauwi.gov) 715-261-7905
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