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LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD

WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!
February, 2026
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Our next meeting is Monday, February 2, 2026

Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM
I I I S S S I L S S S S O S S R L L R L S S S S S R

Agenda
Marathon County District 2 Supervisor — Ann Lemmer (with Q & A)

Wausau District 2 Alderperson — Michael Martens (with Q & A)
Briefing Sheet — Officer John Shear (with Q & A)
Guest Speaker — Jessica Bretl from Hagar House

Dates to Remember

February 2: Groundhog Day

Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting and holiday gathering
February 14: Happy Valentine’s Day
February 16:  President’s Day

Please note: If the Wausau School District cancels classes and/or after school activities,
our meeting will be canceled.

Wausau Winter Market: Saturday, 9:00 AM — Noon; John Marshall Elementary School, 1918 Lamont
Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night — 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM
Public Art Studio — Rise Up, Tuesday and Wednesday, 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM; Thursday and Friday, 4:00
— 7:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM; 622 N 3rd St., Wausau

Please contact Joy (715-842-9197) or send an e-mail to longfellowN2N@gmail.com if you are
interested in the Neighborhood President position.

Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson
We may be in the dead of winter, but planning for the 2026 road reconstruction season is in high gear.
This year’s focus is on some neighborhood streets, all of them are outside of the Longfellow
Neighborhood, but still can cause detours as you travel about the city.
o First off is 2nd Street from Forest to Division, and Division Street from 2nd Street to east Terminus.
This is complete reconstruction with sanitary sewer and water mains.
e Stark Street from Sth Street to 12th Street. Water and sanitary sewer will be replaced, but the
storm sewer will remain.
e 8th Avenue from Spruce Street to Bridge Street. This is a complete reconstruction of all water main,
sanitary sewer and storm sewer main.
One big concern with road reconstructions is the amount of trees that are removed. In past years
we've been dismayed at the number of trees removed for road reconstructions and have asked the city
forester to be more diligent in how trees are assessed for removal. The good news is that 43% of trees
in the Stark Street project are slated for removal and 52% in the 8th Avenue project will be removed.
What factors in the decision to remove a tree includes its size and root impact in the construction zone.
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Also, Ash trees are automatically removed to mitigate the spread of the Emerald Ash Borer. With this
effort to save trees whenever possible, the mixed forest canopy on these streets should continue.

Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor

Marathon County continues to discuss options on funding a potential new $50M highway shop
building. It’s a big project, and the Human Resources, Finance, and Property Committee just met to
discuss how to fund it without a massive tax hike. As a reminder, we have already designated $30M
from the highway reserves, so we have to fund the remaining $20M (in today’s dollars) gap. This is
incredibly complicated, and I'm doing my best to try to understand the ramifications of moving forward
with each of the options we are evaluating:

1. Issue New Debt: Borrow $20 million over 20 years. While this spreads the cost out, it could cost
taxpayers an additional estimated $9 million to $12 million in bonding fees and interest. Rationale:
This allows current as well as future residents to share the cost of the building long term. It has a
lower tax impact.

2. Strategic Reallocation: Instead of new borrowing, the county could redirect annual revenue from
North Central Health Care’s (NCHC) debt payments onto the debt levy, freeing up that cash to fund
the gap and avoiding those high bonding costs. Rationale: This avoids new debt, prevents a spike
in your tax bill, and pays off the gap in roughly five years rather than 20 while giving additional
capacity to address deferred maintenance and other projects.

I'm leaning toward supporting option 2, however I've expressed concerns with the debt reporting
transparency going forward and the stability of NCHC revenues. The committee has also requested
more data on exactly how this will impact the average home's tax bill before making a final
recommendation. The County Administrator is bringing back more data soon. They are "stress-
testing" these plans against different growth scenarios (4%, 5%, and 6%) to make sure the plan works
even if the economy slows down. Stay tuned, and if you have thoughts, please reach out.

Minutes from the January 5, 2026 Meeting

Ann had several items for us this month.

e The County continues to discuss the future of the Marathon Park ice arena. The facility was built
in the mid-1970’s with used equipment with a temporary fix implemented last year (2025) to extend
its life by an estimated 5-7 years. Losing the current ice arena would be felt by other local facilities
since ice times are at a premium (use statistics are available). The County will need to decide
whether to update/upgrade the facility or close it. Renovation of the facility for a longer term will
cost approximately $7-$9 million. Changing the facility to one for year-round use would be more
expensive with an estimated cost of $34 million for 1 year-round and 1 seasonal use rink or $54
million for year-round use for 2 rinks; either option will require an increase in taxes. A new facility
would be in a new location instead of at Marathon Park. More public input is expected by mid-year
2027.

e Marathon County has drafted an updated strategic plan; it is posted on-line. A survey will also be
sent out. Please review the on-line plan and reach out to Ann with suggestions/opinions.

Michael shared several items.

e The Hawthorne Hills and Hewitt-Texas elementary school buildings have been sold; the offer for
Grant elementary fell through so it is still for sale.

o Aletter was sent out by the lead line replacement company reminding everyone about their options.
There will be no cost to the homeowner in 2026 for the procedure.

e The City continues to install new water meters. The new meters are manufactured by a different
company than the old ones and have a longer life expectancy. Completion of the meter replacement
may eventually allow monthly, rather than quarterly, billings.

e Closure of TID #7 in 2026 is still being discussed; no decision has been made yet.

Officer Shear missed out meeting this month.

There will be a presentation on Saturday, January 24, 2026 at the Marathon County Public Library at
1:30 on the architecture of Phillip Dean. The public is invited to attend this free event.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 2, 2026
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NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES

904 Sumner Street
905 E Thomas Street
301 Grand Avenue
215 Grand Avenue
215 Grand Avenue
josh@jasbuilds.com
818 Henrietta Street
601 Forest Street
101 Grand Avenue
123 Grand Avenue
916 Townline Road
207 Grand Avenue

Acro Plumbing

Bull Falls Brewing Co.
Cveykus Law Office

Global View Capital Advisors
Herrle Health Services

JAS Construction

M & S, The Siding Specialists
Olson Tire and Auto
Incredible Bank

Schmidt & Schmidt
Townline Market

True North Counseling & Wellness

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS

LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT:

VACANT (e-mail: longfellowN2N@gmail.com)
NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON:

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov)
WAUSAU MAYOR:

DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov)
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR:

ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov)
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR:

JOY FOYE
POLICE DEPARTMENT:

NON-EMERGENCIES
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS:

OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov)
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov)
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT:

Includes uncut grass
ENGINEERING DEPARTMEN

Includes unshoveled sidewalks
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE:

Missed by snow plows

DIVISION CHIEF - FIRE PREVENTION (FORMERLY THE FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE):

SHAHN KARIGER (shahn.kariger@wausauwi.gov)

715-842-9425
715-971-4095
715-842-5205
715-298-0313
715-846-3444
715-432-5732
715-842-7965
715-845-8473
715-845-0900
715-845-9621
715-842-5201
715-370-8863

715-845-4218

715-261-6800

920-207-3105

715-842-9197

715-261-7800

715-261-7998

715-261-6682

715-261-6780

715-261-6740

715-261-6960

715-261-7905
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