
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD 

                                                                              
WELCOME TO OUR NEIGHBORHOOD!  

July, 2026 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    

Our next meeting is Monday, July 6, 2026 
Wausau Police Department Community Room, 6:30 PM  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
Agenda 

• Guest Speaker – Carrie Edmondson, Wausau Assistant City Planner, will speak about Wausau’s 
Comprehensive Plan 

• Wausau District 2 Alderperson – Michael Martens (with Q & A) 
• Police Report – Officer John Shear (with Q & A) 

 
Dates to Remember  

June 26 -        Wings Over Wausau:  Wausau Downtown Airport; gates open Friday at 4:00 PM, airshows 
  June 27: at 5:00 PM and 8:45 PM; gates open Saturday at 11:00 AM, airshows at 4:00 PM and  
 8:45 PM, fireworks to follow; admission fee 
June 27:       Clear for Takeoff 5K:  Wausau Downtown Airport 
June 27-28:  Chalkfest:  400 Block, Wausau; 9:00 AM – 8:00 PM 
July 1:          Concerts on the Square 400 Block, Wausau; 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
July 4:          Happy 4th of July; Wausau Downtown Airport, 6:00 – 10:00 PM (fireworks at dusk)   
July 6:          Longfellow Neighborhood Meeting  
July 10-11:   Taste N Glow Balloon Festival; 140914 Stettin Drive, Marathon City; Friday, 11:00 AM –    
     10:00 PM; Saturday, 6:00 AM – 10:00 PM; daily entry fee 
July 16:        Wausau Night Market:  Downtown Wausau; 5:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
 

Wausau Farmer’s Market:  Wednesdays and Saturdays, 7:00 AM- 12:00 PM (or until sold out), 200 
River Drive, Wausau 

Marathon County Historical Society Vintage Game Night – 1st Friday of each month, 5:30 PM 
Public Art Studio – Rise Up, Tuesday and Thursday, 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM; Wednesday, 10:00 AM –  

4:00 PM; Saturday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM; 622 N 3rd St., Wausau  
Concerts on the Square:  400 Block, Wausau; 6:00 – 8:00 PM; (July 1, July 8, July 15, July 22,  

July 29) 
 

Editor’s Note:  Clarification is needed for information from the May 4, 2026 meeting minutes.  
The windmills in Marathon County are currently proposed only.  I apologize for any confusion. 

 
Michael Martens, Wausau District 2 Alderperson 

Wisconsin has two seasons, winter and road construction, and the city is busily addressing the 
potholes and other deficiencies that accumulated over the last season.  I’ve seen road crews repaving 
Sherman Street and a section of Northwestern Avenue.  They’ve replaced the storm sewer collectors on 
17th Avenue and did water main work on 6th Street.  Temporary road closures will continue to pop up 
over the summer and the best way to keep up on construction that affects traffic is to go to the city’s 
website at www.wausauwi.gov and click on the News tab at the bottom third of the page.  
 
One project that will affect us this summer is the traffic signals at Grand Avenue and Townline Road 
and Grand Avenue and Sturgeon Eddy will be upgraded.  This upgrade will benefit pedestrians and 
vehicles making turns onto those streets.  This is a State project, so I don’t have an exact date when it 
will start, but please be aware of detours and lane restrictions when it happens.  Have a great summer! 

http://www.wausauwi.gov/


Ann Lemmer, Marathon County District 2 County Supervisor 
Hello Longfellowers. During the June board meeting, we discussed several important issues I want to 
draw your attention to: 
• We heard from our homelessness response system coordinator, Meagan Barnett.  She presented a 

new foundational framework.  While our community is "resource-rich" with dedicated partners, a 
major challenge is the lack of specific data to measure the exact scale of the issue.  A comprehensive 
five-year strategic plan is expected by December to coordinate efforts between the city and county.  
There will be several opportunities for community engagement, so I hope you will consider 
participating in them once they get scheduled.  

• We also heard from Bug Tussle who provided an update on the county’s fiber-optic project.  As a 
reminder, just under $40M was secured in a combination of conduit bonds, an $8M loan from the 
county, and federal BEAD grants to expand broadband throughout the county. They reported 
nearly 280 miles of fiber have been laid, and over 2,100 locations now have fiber access.  However, 
adoption rates remain low (under 3%), and the planned "Southern Loop" has been canceled due to 
high construction costs (estimated at $4.5M).  Bug Tussle is pivoting toward the federal BEAD 
program, which will bring fiber to an additional 2,100+ unserved locations in the northwest and 
northeast.  They are also taking steps to address and improve “take rates” by implementing several 
initiatives such as marketing, community engagement, and pricing and affordability incentives. 

• Another discussion topic centered around unfreezing three correctional officer positions within the 
Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Billeb noted that staff are currently "fatigued" and working heavy overtime. 
Filling these roles is expected to improve morale and reduce the high costs of overtime pay.  It 
should be noted that these were some of the 15 defunded positions to balance the 2026 budget. 
The positions were "frozen," with the intention of using those funds for overtime until recruitment 
improved.  Now that recruitment and retention have stabilized, the department is seeking to shift 
those funds back to supporting permanent staff.  The funding will come from the personnel budget 
within the Sheriff’s Office, not an increase in the levy at this time. 

Minutes from the June 1, 2026 Meeting 
Christine Martens and Carl Martens led a tour of historic neighborhood homes/buildings instead of 
our regular monthly meeting.  The tour began at the Safety Building, turned south on Seymour Street, 
to East Thomas Street, turned north and followed Seymour Street to Kickbusch, turned and followed 
Seymour south to Plumer, viewed 2 houses west of Seymour on Plumer, then followed Seymour back 
to our starting point.  The following is information on the buildings we saw on our tour. 
• Paul Seymour, was born in the town of Easton, on July 4, 1870.  He was the general proprietor of 

the Adams House (a first-class hostelry), located on the corner of Jackson and Fourth streets in 
Wausau and had additional business interests including owning a sawmill with steam power at 
Nutterville.  He was the son of Nelson and Hattie Seymour, who were among the early permanent 
settlers who came to Marathon County. 

• 702 E. Thomas Street (corner of East Thomas and Seymour) 
Built: 1922 
Style: Bungalow 
Notes: Side gabled, large porch. Exposed brackets along roofline.  

• 607 Seymour 
Built: 1974 
Style: Duplex 
Notes: Front gable, brick and siding 

• 603 Seymour 
Built: 1895 
Style: Two Story 
Notes: Entrance moved to side; front and side gables- complex roofline 

• 509 Seymour 
Built: 1922 
Style: American Four Square 
Notes: Small porch on north side; bay window on south side; entry with columned portico; door has 
side lights; very symmetrical with matching windows on front. 

• 507 Seymour 
Built: 1900 
Style: 3 Family 



Notes: Front and side boxed gables; pedimented entry; wrap around porch 
• 603 Henrietta (gray house on southeast corner of Henrietta and McIntosh); street name was listed 

as Henriette on 1891 map  
Built: 1892 
Style: Multi-Family  
Notes: Half-circle window through trees, pedimented windows and pedimented porch 

• 612 Henrietta (dark red house on northeast corner of Seymour and Henrietta) 
Built: 1900 
Style: front and side gable 

• 415 Seymour (Longfellow School) 
Built: 1894; addition in 1990 
Style: Queen Ann 
Architect: Henry J. Van Ryn (Milwaukee) 
Addition Architect: Sauter Seaborne architects (Appleton) 
Notes:   The building’s historic name is First Ward School was designed by Milwaukee architect 
Henry J. Van Ryn and includes a 1990 addition done by Sauter Seaborne Architects; it was built 
in 1894.  Van Ryn only designed two schools, Longfellow (names after poet Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow) and Irving School on Wausau’s west side (at 833 Third Avenue).  Both are Queen Anne 
style and are two of the oldest schools in Wausau.  Longfellow also shows design elements of 
Chicago Commercial and Jacobethan styles.  The roofline is complicated as it features both gabled 
and hipped elements, and a cupola in the middle and asymmetrical dormers showing it was built 
with Queen Anne in mind.  The advanced frame design of the Chicago Commercial Style was an 
important design element because its large number of windows allowed more natural light into the 
building, which is especially important in a school setting.  Jacobethan, a popular school design at 
the time, is seen in the trim (such as the lintels above and the sills beneath the windows) and 
brickwork.  The school had additions to both the north and south sides of the original building.  
Longfellow served as an elementary school then an alternative school; it closed in 1986 when it was 
replaced by Hawthorn Hills (which itself closed in 2025).  By 1994, Longfellow was turned into the 
Wausau School Districts administrative building.  The bell sitting out front was originally at 
Humboldt School (built in 1874 on the corner of 6th and Jefferson Streets) and was used to signal 
the start of the school day.  Humboldt School was Wausau’s first brick school.  Today the Humboldt 
School bell is used as a logo for the Wausau School District, representing all of Wausau’s schools. 

• 418 Seymour 
Built: 1924 
Style: Bungalow 
Notes: Owned by Institute of Christ King (St. Mary’s); full porch, dormer with some brackets  

• 416 Seymour 
Built: 1902 
Style: 2 Family Four Square 
Notes:  Symmetrical; hipped roof; full porch 

• 408 Seymour 
Built: 1904 
Style: Colonial Revival/Georgian Revival 
Notes: Symmetrical overall, enclosed front porch; bay window on second story; bowed dormer; 
exposed brackets; stone above windows.  This was the church rectory.  

• 404 Seymour (Wausau Conservatory of Music) 
Built: 1898 
Style: Vernacular 
Notes: Built as a convent for the Notre Dame Sisters of St. Mary’s, it is generally symmetrical in 
appearance with several dormers and was remodeled in 1924.  The Conservatory was founded in 
1981 by piano teacher Bellamy Hosler who called together the area’s music teachers and created 
the new organization.  They started out in the PF building downtown until their student body about 
doubled to 250 when they joined with the Wausau Area Suzuki Institute in 1987.  In 1996 after a 
huge fundraising effort, the addition (including the Caroline Mark Concert Hall) was built and the 
capacity expanded to 700 students and 25 faculty.  They currently reach over 3,000 people yearly 
through the many opportunities they provide including private instruction, camps, ensembles, etc. 
 



• St. Mary’s Oratory 
Built: 1892, addition in 2001  
Style: Victorian Gothic 
Architect: Adolphus Druiding (Chicago); specializing in churches; addition by Ghidorzi (Wausau). 
Notes: Arched windows and doors, spires of unequal heights, and several smaller pinnacles; 
vaulted ceilings in the church.  St. Mary’s was the first Catholic church in Wausau and was built 
in the late 1860s with the original wooden structure being replaced by the current building.  It was 
a German congregation with a German mass until the 1930s.  The interior was destroyed by a fir 
in 1953.  The congregation continued and the interior was repaired, but in a more modern style, 
which did not match the Gothic exterior.  With the combining of congregations, the church changed 
its path in 1999, no longer acting as a usual Catholic parish.  It was entrusted to the Institute of 
Christ The King and became a center for Latin Mass and rites.   A full restoration to a high Gothic 
style with high vaulted ceilings, gilding, and rich paintings in the interior was also undertaken. 
Next door at what is now a parking lot is St. Mary School.  The School was designed by Hans Liebert 
and was built in a Gothic Collegiate Style (brick).  In 1987, the School became Northland Lutheran 
High School; the building was razed by the mid-1990’s. Marathon Creamery Company and Grand 
Ice Cream Shop were located between the church and Henrietta Street. 

In 1852, John Le Messurier had come back from Pine River, where he spent some time helping Grundy 
and Isaac Coulthurst build their mill, and commenced the building of the Lake Superior House;  
additions were made to the house from time to time, until it was for a long time the largest hotel in 
Wausau.  LeMessurier Street was listed as Walton Street on the 1891 map. 
• 620 LeMessurier (William Clark House) 

Built: 1873 
Style: Side gabled, stucco 
Notes: Roundhead windows; paired brackets under eaves; sidelights around door; window 
groupings (1 large window with 2 small ones). 

• 311 Seymour 
Built: 1921 
Style: 2 Story 

• 307 Seymour 
Built: 1870 
Style: Farmhouse 
Notes: Side gabled, pedimented entry, one story in the back 

• 303 Seymour 
Built: 1875 
Style: Farmhouse 
Notes: Side gabled, one story in the back 

• 205 Seymour 
Built: 1920 
Style: Four Square (craftsman?) 
Notes: Hipped roof, entry with columns and roof, belt course under second story 

• 208 Seymour 
Built: 1860 
Style: Four Square 
Notes: Not quite symmetrical, it is a 2-family structure; hipped roof, grouped window on left 

• 603 Kickbusch St 
Built:  1850 
Notes:  OLDEST HOUSE IN WAUSAU  

• 615 Plumer 
Built: 1870 
Style: 2 Family 
Notes: Front gabled, ell to the side that is one story 

• 614 Plumer 
Built: 1912 
Style: Four Square 
Notes: Hip roof, full porch with pediment, symmetrical 
 



• 609 Plumer 
Built: 1937 
Style: 1-½ story  

• 611 Plumer 
Built: 1900 
Style: Two Story 
Notes: Front boxed gable and hipped roof to side; was a schoolhouse listed in 1891 on Plumer east 
of Seymour. 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday, July 6, 2026 
 

NEIGHBORHOOD/COMMUNITY BUSINESSES 
Acro Plumbing    904 Sumner Street        715-842-9425 
Bull Falls Brewing Co.   905 E Thomas Street       715-971-4095 
Cveykus Law Office    301 Grand Avenue        715-842-5205 
Global View Capital Advisors  215 Grand Avenue        715-298-0313 
Herrle Health Services   215 Grand Avenue        715-846-3444 
JAS Construction    josh@jasbuilds.com        715-432-5732 
M & S, The Siding Specialists  818 Henrietta Street           715-842-7965 
Olson Tire and Auto    601 Forest Street        715-845-8473 
Incredible Bank    101 Grand Avenue        715-845-0900 
Schmidt & Schmidt    123 Grand Avenue        715-845-9621 
Townline Market    916 Townline Road        715-842-5201 
True North Counseling & Wellness  207 Grand Avenue        715-370-8863 
 

NEED TO KNOW NUMBERS 
LONGFELLOW NEIGHBORHOOD PRESIDENT: 
 VACANT (e-mail:  longfellowN2N@gmail.com)        
NEIGHBORHOOD ALDERPERSON: 

MICHAEL MARTENS (michael.martens@wausauwi.gov)          715-845-4218 
WAUSAU MAYOR: 
 DOUG DINY (doug.diny@wausauwi.gov)            715-261-6800 
MARATHON COUNTY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR: 
 ANN LEMMBER (Ann.lemmer@marathoncounty.gov)       920-207-3105 
SECRETARY/NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

JOY FOYE             715-842-9197 
POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

NON-EMERGENCIES           715-261-7800 
NEIGHBORHOOD LIAISONS: 
 OFFICER JOHN SHEAR (john.shear@wausauwi.gov)             715-261-7998 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:  

TAMMY STRATZ (tammy.stratz@wausauwi.gov)             715-261-6682 
INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT: 

Includes uncut grass           715-261-6780 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

Includes unshoveled sidewalks          715-261-6740 
STREET CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE: 

Missed by snow plows            715-261-6960 
DIVISION CHIEF – FIRE PREVENTION (FORMERLY THE FIRE MARSHALS OFFICE): 

SHAHN KARIGER (shahn.kariger@wppausauwi.gov)       715-261-7905 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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